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Introduction

1. A government is a group of people responsible for managing the policies, actions, and affairs of a
country or state.

2. Government has to perform various functions in a country such as providing various facilities and
services , such as healthcare, education, employment, postal system etc.

3. In India, the government functions at three levels- national or central, state, and local.

4. A government can be of different types, such as democracy and monarchy.

5. When the people of the country hold the real power to run the government is called democracy.

6. In democracy the representatives are answerable to the people for their decisions and actions , so
it is called as representative democracy.

7. A king or a queen (monarch) holds the power to make decisions and enforce them is called
monarchy.

8. The right to vote that all adults citizens of a country hold is called the universal adult franchise.

9. Some women challenged this discrimination and demanded the right to vote for women in the
form of women's suffrage movement.

10.The women who demanded the right to vote for women came to be known as suffragettes.

11.Democracy is the best form of government because in it the representatives are elected by the
people. They have the right to change the representative if they seem incapable of fulfilling their
duties.

12. Democracy is better form of government than monarchy.
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Question and Answers
D.Answer the questions in brief.

Q 1. Define government.

Ans: A government is a group of people responsible for managing the policies, actions, and affairs of a
country or state.

Q 2. What is universal adult franchise?

Ans: The right to vote that all adults citizens of a country hold is called the universal adult franchise.

Q 3. Why were women not allowed to vote earlier?

Ans: In earlier days , women were considered to be inferior to men and capable of only taking care of
children at home rather than contributing to the society as full citizens.

Q4. What are the three levels of the government in India?

Ans: In India, the government functions at three levels- national or central, state, and local.

Q 5. What is a monarchy?

Ans: A king or a queen (monarch) holds the power to make decisions and enforce them.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



E. Answer the questions in detail.

Q 1. Enumerate the functions of a government.

Ans : The functions of a government are as follows:
i) To provide various facilities and services, such as healthcare, education, employment, postal

system, banking , and transport, to fulfil the requirements of the people.
ii) To manage and fairly distribute the resources of the country among the people.
iii) To provide relief materials to the victims of natural disasters.
iv) To enforce laws and maintain law and order in the country.
v) To safeguard the borders of the country from a foreign attack.
vi) To maintain cardinal relations of the country with other nations to promote the exchange of goods,

services, and ideas.

Q 2. Why is the enforcement of laws important? How can the citizens of India participate in the
enforcement of laws?

Ans i) The enforcement of laws is important as without the enforcement, laws would not be of much use.
ii) The people of a country also play a vital role in the enforcement of laws.
iii) If the citizens of a country feel that a particular law is not being followed, they are entitled to go to

the court.
iv) For Example, the law of the country prohibits discrimination on the basis of caste, class or gender.
v) Thus, if a person is discriminated on these grounds, they can go to the court to seek justice.

Q 3. Elucidate the role of women's suffrage movement in extending the right to vote to women.

Ans i) In earlier days , women were considered to be inferior to men and capable of only taking care of
children at home rather than contributing to the society as full citizens.

ii) However, some women challenged this discrimination and demanded the right to vote for women in
the form of women's suffrage movement.

iii) The women who demanded the right to vote for women came to be known as suffragettes.
iv) The women's suffrage movement reached its height during the First World war.
v) During the war men were away on the battlefield.
vi) As a result, women had to be called to take the responsibility for the work which was considered to

be fit just for men.
vii) When people found women organizing and managing the work of men well while taking some

important decisions, they regretted the stereotype they had created for women.
viii) As a result, the movement for their rights gained strength and women were granted the right to

vote.



Q4.With reference to the forms of government explained in this chapter, explain which type of
government is better and why.

Ans: Democracy is the best form of government because in it the representatives are elected by the
people. They have the right to change the representative if they seem incapable of fulfilling their duties.
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